[Insert the Date]

[Insert Your Name]

[Insert Your Address]

[Insert Your Postal Code]

The Hon. Mel Knight
Minister of Energy

#404  Legislative Building
10800 - 97 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta

T5K 2B6

Dear Sir:

I am writing this letter in support of the goals of the Pekisko Group, primary of which is to place a pause in development on the Eastern Slopes native fescue grassland. Our desire is to create a balance between the existing sustainable grassland agriculture of the Eastern Slopes and the impetus by industry to develop the area for fossil fuel extraction, mining and other land uses. In particular I am concerned that development may damage the ability of this area to supply clean water to both the South Saskatchewan river system and the underground aquifers upon which so many Albertans depend for their water.

The long-term value of the native fescue grassland to the Alberta economy is significant. It needs to be weighed against any short-term gain from subsurface development that will ultimately cause it irreversible damage. Therefore I support the plan to place a pause in development on the Pekisko Rangeland and meanwhile to perform further scientific research. This research will focus on how to ensure that fossil fuel extraction will not damage the efficacy of the native fescue grasslands as a watershed and a wildlife habitat, nor put the health and vitality of the local communities in jeopardy.

Thank you for your attention.

Yours very truly,

[ Signature required ]

